Levamisole in chronic lymphocytic leukaemia: a prospective study of 15 patients.
Several haematological and immunological parameters were studied before and after a 4-week trial of oral levamisole (300 mg/week) in 15 patients with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia. We found no statistically significant difference in the mean peripheral blood counts of total lymphocytes, E-rosette-forming lymphocytes, monocytes, polymorphonuclear neutrophils, eosinophils and platelets. Mean serum levels of IgG, IgA, IgM, IgD, C3 and C4 were not statistically affected by levamisole nor was the mean lymphocyte stimulation modified by various mitogens (phytohaemagglutinin, concanavalin A, pokeweed mitogen, tuberculin, candidin). The mean IgE level was statistically increased (p less than 0.05) after levamisole administration but remained below the normal upper limit. A high rate (46%) of clinical and haematological adverse reactions (1 patient developed thrombocytopenia) was associated with levamisole administration. These results suggest that levamisole, as given in this trial, has no obvious beneficial effect and cannot be recommended in patients with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia.